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Rain Bird®

Irrigation Supplement

Install Confidence.™

Install Rain Bird®

Irrigation Supplement.

■ Use as a supplement to traditional Rain Bird irrigation
products.

■ Increase growth rate of feeder roots by consistent and
constant moisture.

■ Establish native plants that do not need permanent 
irrigation.

■ Increase transplant survival by providing continuous
water to the root zone.

■ Provide constant moisture for up to 3 months per
application.

■ Carton is degradable and environmentally friendly.

■ RB-IS is 98% water blended with food grade 
ingredients.

■ The gel is 100% biodegradable.

■ RB-IS is not a synthetic polymer and won’t compete
with the plant for water.

■ The non-toxic, water based inks meet landfill 
requirements as well. 

■ Reduction of labor to install and maintain.

■ Increase plant survival rates of transplants. Eliminate
return trips and replanting to complete job sites.

■ Subterranean irrigation eliminates erosion, runoff, 
evaporation and leaching.

■ Existing vegetation is not subjected to over-watering
while trying to establish the new plant.

Establish healthier trees and shrubs
by minimizing transplant stress

Environmentally friendly carton 
or reusable tube and gel packs

Provides a low maintenance 
watering schedule

� A Complete Line of 
Innovative Products

�

�

RB-IS Quart

Featuring an easy-to-use degrad-

able paper carton for single or

multiple applications. Place it

directly into the soil or into the

Quart sleeve and walk away.

RB-IS 2" and 3" Gel Packs

Also available in convenient Gel

Packs that can last up to 30 or 90

days depending upon the size.

These are encased in clear plastic

wrapping for easy dispensing. The

30-day Gel Pack can be placed

directly in contact with the soil

and is ideal for indoor plantings,

hanging and potted plants. 

RB-IS Quart Sleeve and Tube

For projects requiring several sea-

sons of plant establishment, these

durable polyethylene sleeves

allow the Quart cartons and Gel

Packs to become multiple use

products. Soil is held in place 

during re-application.

Rain Bird Irrigation 
Supplement is 
Not A Polymer!

It Won’t Compete with
Plants for Water.
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Dig a hole to the
proper depth for
the plant and
water thoroughly
to create a mois-
ture pocket sur-
rounding the root
ball of the plant.

Cut the end off
the carton where 
indicated. 

Cut the 3" gel
pack from end to
end and remove
the plastic casing
(if using Tube).

When using multi-
ple cartons or
tubes, place at
equal distance
around the root
ball. Backfill the
hole completely
and water again
thoroughly.

Unique Time-Release Gel for Irrigating Plants

Rain Bird Irrigation Supplement is water bound in the form of a
solid gel. When the gel comes in contact with the soil, bacteria in
the soil break down the food grade ingredients and water is
delivered to the root mass of the plant. The moisture is carried
throughout the root mass via capillary action to keep the soil
consistently moist without over or under water cycles. 

The rate of liquefaction of RainBird Irrigation Supplement is 
controlled to more closely match the plant/tree watering 
requiremements. The bacterial activity of the soil dictates how
fast the product liquifies. The bacterial activity depends upon a
number of factors such as temperature, additives, and amount
of moisture in the soil. The effectiveness of Irrigation
Supplement is much higher than other watering techniques, 
simply due to the fact that the plant/tree gets water directly
where it needs it.

Erosion control, revegetation, restoration, indoor plant watering
are only some of the applications where RB-IS provides an 
economically viable solution.

While conserving water and labor costs, Irrigation Supplement
can help establish and maintain plants without access to power
and water sources.

Set the plant in the hole and
backfill so that the bottom of
carton (3a) will be right at the
root ball (between 4" and 6"
below soil surface).

When using the Quart Sleeve
or Tube, place against the root
ball, then drop in the opened
carton or gel pack.

4 When using 2" gel packs,
simply cut Gel Pack end
to end and pull sides of
plastic casing apart to
expose entire length of
gel without removing 
casing. Place on soil with
open face down next to
plant stem.
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Contact your local distributor or visit www.rainbird.com 
for more information about Rain Bird Irrigation Supplement.

The Bottom Line

90-Day labor savings
= $64.65 per tree over truck/hand watering 
= $20.45 per tree over irrigation bags

1 The time does not reflect the travel
time to and from the site, proximity of
water source to the site and the dis-
tance between trees. By including
these variables you will at least dou-
ble that watering duration and subse-
quent labor cost.

2 The watering duration is also an aver-
age and can vary depending on a
number of factors such as the loca-
tion with respect to water source, spe-
cific method utilized, trips for refill etc.

3 The number of employees may vary
depending upon the method used.

4 Typical planting of 20, ten gallon, 
7 foot trees. The water source is at
least one mile away from the water-
ing site and is not accessible by
watering hose.

5 Cost of water is assumed to be zero
for the sake of simplicity, although
there may be variability from region
to region.

Compared to the costs of conventional methods, Irrigation
Supplement can save you up to $45 in total costs per tree.

Watering Variables Irrigation Supplement Irrigation Bags Hand/Truck Watering

Required Watering
Frequency

1x every 90 Days 2X per week
2-3X per week (depending on 
type of plantings and climate)

Watering Duration
(approx. time spent 

@ each tree)

Constant subterranean 
watering is provided 24/7 

at the root zone
5 minutes1

10 minutes2 (inefficient watering,
losses due to evaporation, 

leaching and run-off)

Daily Labor Cost3

(based on hourly pay per
employee @ $10/hour)

$0.35 
(no daily visits 

for up to 90 days)

$0.80 
(per tree/per visit)

$1.70 
(per tree/per visit)

90-Day (13 weeks) 
Labor Cost (per tree)

$0.35 $20.80 $65.00

90-DAY LABOR SAVINGS

RB-IS (suggested average
price of $1.99/quart)

Irrigation Bags (Avg.
wholesale price of $17.50/bag)

Hand/Truck
Watering

Product 
Cost

10 qts. required 
$398.00

$350.00 Cost of Water5

Labor Cost $7.00 $416.00 $1,300.00

Total Cost $405.00 
($20/tree)

$766.00 
($38.00/tree)

$1,300.00
($65/tree)

90-DAY TOTAL SAVINGS4 ANNUAL LABOR COST COMPARISON 

RB-IS Irrigation Bags Manual Watering
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Rain Bird Irrigation Supplement is Easy to Use


